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Articles

The Traditional Decision-making Process
of Berkaul in Tanjung Emas, West Sumatra:
Its Nature and Significance

Damres UKER and Rebecca FANANY
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Background

Indonesia is unique in the variety of its culwres, languages, and
people. While this diversity is perhaps most apparcnt berween
different ethnic groups, considerable differences are also observable
within a given ethnic group ar the local level. The customs thar are
waditional in a particular communiry in Indonesia are intenwined
with the particular sl (local law and customs) practiced in tha
arca and shape the instivutions of regional sociery.

Adar maintains a position of paricular imporance in West
Sumatra among the Minangkabau people, who pride themselves



